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:Below: L to  R, Paul Uhlik, Albert Brenzel, Helen Flannagan, and John Blok were 

among the many happy Reunion folk.                 Photos courtesy Caroline Christensen 

HOLDING OUR BREATH 

Andamooka Frontier Services staff and the population of  Andamooka are hold-

ing their collective breath, after news that the service will be withdrawn in 

June. We are all united in the hope and expectation that negotiations under way 

with several interested parties, will see a continuation of operations at our hos-

pital, and of retention of all staff currently employed there. 
 

Andamooka people are a family, more than just a population, and Frontier Ser-

vices is a part of our family, and has been so, for nearly 50 years. In the past, 

Services members have been a long-term editor of our paper, a long-term of-

ficer in our CFS/SES, as well as APOMA secretary.  All those, quite apart from 

being a highly valued life-support system for all ages within our Andamooka 

family.                                                                                                        J.M.                                                                               

              Published by Andamooka Progress & Opal Miners Association Inc.     

FREE         Volume 5                                                                   Issue 3        April 2015 



 

Andamooka Press 2015  2 

COMMUNITY  INFORMATION 

Police                                    86727072 

Clinic                                    86727087 

Mon/Tues, Thurs/Fri 9-5, Wed 9-noon 

Sat/Sun On Call - emergency only. 

Flying Doctor (Woomera)    8671 3231 

ATMC                                   8672 7246     

Supermarket/FUEL              8672 7034    

9a.m-6p.m weekdays,  

9a.m-3p.m. Saturday 

10a.m-1p.m. Sunday 

CWA Opal Fields Branch BooTeek 

Wed/Friday/Sat 9a.m-noon. 

Public Library/Internet/WiFi (at 

School)10.30a.m.-3P.m. School days  

Roving Vet                              8642 3308 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

April 11-26 School Holidays 

April 25 ANZAC Day  

Dawn Service 9am, then Morning Tea 

April  26 APOMA General Meeting 11am 

April 29 SA Museum: fossil  workshop 

May 7  Queens Birthday 

May 9  Mothers Day 
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CIRCULATION  

120 hard copies, available at Post       

Office, Supermarket, and Liquor Store. 
 

160 electronic copies.  
 

To read on-line, go to andamooka.sa.au 

and select ñAndamooka Pressò. 
 

Please note: Editorôs email:                        

andamookapress@gmail.com 

.DEADLINE FOR COPY: May 6. 
 

As the proof-draft of each issue must 

be reviewed by the APOMA          

Committee at its monthly meeting, 

deadline for receipt of your articles, 

ads., photos is 5p.m Wednesday prior 

to that meeting. That will be 6th May.   

ADVERTISING 
 

Advertising in The Andamooka Press is 

FREE for residents, and charities.  
 

For non-residents the rates are:  
 

Full page: $10,  

Half page: $5,  

Quarter page: $2.50,  

Business card size: $1.  
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HOW THE DONKEY GOT ITS CROSS  
 

Many years ago, no donkey had the stripes along its back and across its shoul-

ders. But one day 2015 years ago, a Little Grey Donkey in Damascus saw an 

Angel. The Angel said God had some special work for her. So the Little Grey 

Donkey listened to the Word of God, and obeyed. She carefully carried The La-

dy along rough dusty roads 400 kms from Damascus to Bethlehem, and there 

in her stable she saw The Child born. She saw the Star. She heard her   Angel 

singing in the choir. She saw the Shepherds, and the Three Wise Men. 
 

A couple of years later, her Angel again came to the Little Grey Donkey and 

said God had a second job for her. So the Little Grey Donkey listened to the 

Word of God, and obeyed. She carried The Lady, and The Child, that long dis-

tance from Bethlehem to Egypt, to save The Child from murder by Herod. 
 

About 30  years later, the Angel came a third time to the Little Grey Donkey, 

and her Foal. The Angel said God had some very special work, for the Little 

Grey Donkeyôs Foal. So the Little Grey Donkey listened to the Word of God, 

and explained the special work to her Foal. The Foal listened to his mother, and 

to the Word of God, and obeyed. 
 

He carried The Man, safely, walking carefully along the road to Jerusalem, 

over the palm leaves, and through the shouting crowds. 
 

About a week later, the Little Grey Donkey and her Foal saw The Man stagger 

past them carrying The Cross. They saw the three Crosses on the Hill. They 

saw the Great Darkness cover the sky, and felt the earth Quake. 
 

The Little Grey Donkey and her Foal cried out:  

WE SAW!   WE SAW!   WE SAW!   And they wept. 
 

That evening The Angel came to the Little Grey Donkey and her Foal one last 

time, to say that God was pleased with them and their obedience to His Word. 
 

Then the Angel drew its finger from the top of the Donkeyôs head and along 

her back, and across her shoulder from side to side. Where the Angelôs finger 

touched, the Donkeyôs hair changed colour and made the Sign of The Cross.                  

                             

                             A Blessing for obedience to the Word of God.  

                                                                                                                   J.M.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
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Above: although the 

day was a bit chilly, that 

didnôt stop some chil-

dren enjoying the 

Splash Pad, while mums 

and dads checked out 

market stall goodies or 

munched on BBQ 

foods. 
 

Well done Ashleigh 

Legg and helpers Anne 

and Katalin Wilby for 

great work -  

the first of many great 

Market Days? 

Above: L to R: BBQ Chefs Nancy Bode, Tyson Holland and Mel Keme-

nyvary.  Others on the day were Bec Johnson, Silvie OôConnor and Deb 

Pagsanjan, fundraising for Andamooka School.   

ANDAMOOKA MARKET 

EASTER SATURDAYï 85th REUNION WEEKEND 



 

Andamooka Press 2015  5 

Below: A birdôs eye view of the APOMA Hall with its Market stalls. Just visible through 

the doors (left) is the BBQ, and right is a bit of the Jumping Castle in the outdoor area. 

THE JOYS OF A LEARNING CURVE, SUCCESSFULLY OVERCOME. 

 

 On behalf of the Market Committee, we would like to thank Katalin Wilby for her help in 

organising the weekend as well as staying back to help clean up. Also Angela Thompson 

for running the Market caf®, and Roxby Downs BOC Gas for the donation of the balloon 

gas. Lastly to all the stall holders, thank you for your time and patience. We hope to see 

you at the next Market.  

Once again, Thank You.  Anne Legg, Secretary, Andamooka Market Committee. 

 

 

YOUR PHOTOS 

of family and friends at 

The Reunion Weekend 

Are MISSING 

from this space! 

 

But they can be in the May issue. 

 

Remember, this is YOUR magazine!  

ANDAMOOKA MARKET 

EASTER SATURDAYï 85th REUNION WEEKEND 
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ANZAC Biscuits 
2 cups rolled oats                                           1 tablespoon golden syrup   

İ cup sugar                                                    1 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 

1 cup flour                                                      2 tablespoons boiling water 

125g (4oz) butter, melted 
 

Combine the oats, sugar, flour and melted butter together. Then add golden syrup and 

lastly the soda dissolved in boiling water. Place spoonfuls of mixture onto a greased 

tray and bake at 180C (350F) for 15 minutes or until cooked. Makes 12-18, or may be 

cooked as a slab of marked squares.  

 

THE SOLDIER 
 

Down some cold field in a world unspoken 

the young men are walking together, slim and tall, 

and though they laugh to one another, silence is not broken; 

there is no sound however clear they call. 
 

They are speaking together of what they loved in vain here, 

but the air  is too thin to carry the things they say. 

They were young and golden, but they came on pain here,  

and their youth is age now, their gold is grey. 
 

Yet their hearts are not changed, and they cry to one another,  

ñWhat have they done with the lives we laid aside? 

Are they young with our youth, gold with our gold, my brother? 

Do they smile in the face of death, because we died?ò 
 

Down some dark field in a world uncharted 

the young seek each other with questioning eyes. 

They question each other, the young, the golden-hearted, 

of the world that they were robbed of  in their quiet paradise. 

                                                                      Humbert Wolfe. 

With only a week to go until the centenary of the Gallipoli Landing, this poem 

says it all. These words clearly ask: what have WE done, to repay the debt, the 

sacrifices of  our service men and women in the past - and current - conflicts?    
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THE WAY WE WERE: 
 

HISTORY OF OPAL AIR PTY LTD., 1971-1980 

By Bev Burge, Opal Air Agent, Andamooka. 
 

Our neighbours in Melbourne, Bruce and Jean French who mined part time in 

Andamooka, asked us if we would be interested in buying Darryl Roderôs 

house, opal showroom and Opal Air Agency, and after a trip here we sold up 

and arrived in March 1971. 
 

Warwick Goldsworthy (now deceased) with brother Ross started Opal Air in 

1963 with flights from Adelaide to Coober Pedy, in 5 passenger single engine 

aircraft. Then in 1967 he purchased six twin engine Cessna H21s, and included 

stopping at Andamooka twice daily 5 days weekly. 
 

In the early 70s there were about 3,000 people living in Andamooka, a very 

busy town: pub, Tuckabox and wine restaurant, Co-Op, Lyons (supermarket) 

chemist, hair dresser, Kindergarten, Drive-in theatre, dances, and a very busy 

school. No powerðjust generators, kero fridges, gas and kero heaters and 

lamps, all long drop toilets, and plenty of Queensland cockroaches brought in 

with luggage etc invaded the town. Lots of opal buyers were living here or 

coming frequently as there were many miners. 
 

The planes were busy and my job was to book the flights, take them to the 

plane, pick up passengers, newspapers, mail and freight, and deliver. Our      

airport is a claypan 8kms from town and perfect in dry weather, but               

unfortunately we had big floods in 1973 (17ò) 1974 (17ò) and a wet 1975 so no 

planes for months at a time, also trucks bogged and helicopter were flown in 

with supplies. 

Above: the airport taxi. 

Right: Opal Air ticket. 
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Until 1974 dogs were allowed loose on planes so I was greeted first by them 

when the door opened, they were owned mainly by miners returning to         

Andamooka, also a number of inebriated and irate passengers, all banned from 

1974. 

 

I was to remain at airstrip until planes left, and one day as pilot was revving up 

for take-off there was an almighty bang and the propeller had picked up fencing 

wire which ripped through the luggage compartment and just under the     

windscreen on left side, so I had to take them all back to town to await a          

replacement plane. 

 

After 1976 planes dropped to 3 days weekly as many miners had left, plus the 

buyers moved on, and in late 1980 Opal Air ceased operation at Andamooka. 

 

Opal Air started the first official commuter airline in Australia, and flew 23   

accident free years connecting Coober Pedy, Andamooka and Adelaide. 

Above: Passengers waiting to board the Opal Air Cessna at Andamooka Air-

port. 
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ANDAMOOKA GARDEN GURU 
 

To avoid being called sexist, our April AGGy (Andamooka Garden Guru) is a 

BLOKE! One of the many thriving and productive Secret Gardens in town is Repco 

Steveôs. Tucked away in a corner, it is a perfect example of the popular styro box 

principle. It is also a tiered gardenðwith high, mid, and lower levels! 
  

The first level is the hanging baskets, mid level is where we find the styro boxes, and 

lower level is the Andamookaôs favourite: the half water tank of soil. All of which 

avoid damage by rabbits, as well as making weeding and harvest easier. 
 

This garden uses a blend of rain and town water through micro irrigation, and it     

includes recycling any overflow water onto a sump, then back to the plants. 
 

There are Roma tomatoes, rockmelon, sweet potato, spring onions, celery, a good 

range of herbs, and a 1 metre tall capsicum plant! Also those almost ubiquitous 

strawberries, that grow so very well in Andamooka! 

Note the huge capsicum plant below the first hanging basket of cherry tomatoes.   

Under all that rockmelon vine is a typical Andamooka garden in a recycled water 

tank. Steveôs garden is sheltered on the north side by the fence, with shade cloth roof. 
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COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
 

NEW HOURS 
Monday & Tuesday: 8-10am, 2-4pm  

Wednesday: 8-10am, 12.30-2.30pm 

Thursday: 12-4pm 

Friday: 8am-12pm 

Saturday & Sunday: CLOSED 
 

Public Holidays: CLOSED 

School Holidays: 8am-12pm 
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April Police Report  

In March a 28 year old man currently residing in Leigh Creek was reported for a 

number of traffic offences in relation to a vehicle rollover which occurred in Anda-

mooka over the Christmas Period. These offences include driving without due care 

and driving whilst under the influence of illicit substances. He will appear in court 

at a later date. 

 

On 28th February a vehicle was left parked overnight in a property on Boundary 

Rider Road. When the occupants returned to the vehicle in the morning they found 

that a window had been smashed and a number of items taken from inside the vehi-

cle. 

 

Overnight on the 14th March a rock was thrown through the window of the APOMA 

office building, and a sign run over directly opposite the office building. It is disap-

pointing to see this reckless damage caused as now the town has to pay money to 

have these fixed. This is money which could have otherwise be spent on improving 

things in the town. 

 

If anyone has any information on these offences or any other offences please contact 

the Andamooka Police Station on 86727072, or attend at the station. 

 

Overall it was a quiet Easter period and it was good to see a number of people at-

tend events held by APOMA. I would like to thank everyone for attending and vol-

unteering their time to assist in these events, and I hope that everyone had a safe and 

happy Easter. 

 

Brevet Sergeant Tristan FANTINEL 

Andamooka Police Station  

South Australia Police 
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ñTHE LAST TUESDAY LUNCHò at the Andamooka Tuckabox included 

the 80th birthday for Siggy Kleinlercher, and was enjoyed by all. 
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NOTE 

GENERAL MEETING: 26th April, 11am. 
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Above: Work is progressing on signage and garden, to tidy up the exterior. 

Below: Yes, that is Andy Mooka himself, overseeing work on the next edition! 
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EDITORIAL:  
 

                        ANDAMOOKA PRESS OFFICE OPENS 
 

Two pieces of Andamooka history are now combined. The Andamooka Press, 

first published 42 years ago on 24th September, 1973, is now based in the semi-

dugout building that was one of the townôs early Post Offices, and later the      

Andamooka Progress & Opal Miners Association office.  
 

The office is open 9.30a.m.ð5p.m. Wednesdays, so you can call in with your 

articles and photos, or just to check out the collection of old issues of the paper. 
 

On the subject of collections, any of your unwanted copies of past (or present) 

issues are welcome. You may have just the old copy needed to complete our  

archives, or to recycle a recent copy for new residents and tourists.  
 

A front page of the very earliest copy of The Andamooka Press is now framed 

and mounted on the wall, along with a front page of the latest edition. Each 

month that latest front page will go into the frame. 
 

Photos of previous editors are also being sought, for the framed display in the 

office as part of your history. If you have a photo of founding editor J.     

Kopinsky, it will be most welcome indeed.  
 

Copies of your paperðor is it now a magazine?ðgo to Roxby Downs to the       

Library, the Hospital, and medical centre, to Woomera, to Pimba and to Coober 

Pedy. Also by email around Australia, as well as England, Tonga, and America. 
 

This last issue while on my 3 monthsô probation as your new editor, seems a 

good place to explain how the system works. Each month, my proof-copy of 

your new edition must be presented at the APOMA Committee meeting for      

approval before publication. Any article, advertisement, comment (nothing    

anonymous thanks) or cartoon NOT approved, must be changed.  
 

The final draft is then printed in the ATMC office, and delivered to  

community collection points. Email subscriptions are sent from the ATMC    

office, not the APOMA or Andamooka Press offices.   
 

Call in to meet Andy Mooka himself, and we will put the kettle on for a cuppa. 
                      

                                                                                                           Jenny M. 
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I like living in Andamooka because it's nice and quiet. On the weekends I like 

to go motorbike riding and exploring out bush. I like looking at the lizards and 

birds and animal tracks.  

 

I like going to the op shop sometimes. I also like the school because I know 

everyone. I like going out  to the shooting club with Dad. I'm almost old 

enough to be a junior  member. 

 

I also like playing with my sister and brother around Andamooka. 

JUNIOR JOURNALIST 

 

Jay Holland is our April Junior Journalist.  
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SPECIAL  ORDERS  WELCOME.   

BE SURE OF YOUR FAVOURITES 

CONTACT  TAMMY  8672.7034 

GARDEN SPECIALS 

 

A GENERAL MEETING  WILL  BE HELD ON SUNDAY 26th APRIL 2015 

IN THE COMMUNITY HALL  AT  11am 

ALL MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND 

South Australian Museum 

TREASURES OF THE OUTBACK 

Andamooka Primary School 

Wednesday 29th April 

 

ANDAMOOKA 

FRIENDLY GROCER 

 !ƴŘŀƳƻƻƪŀ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ  

hǇŀƭ aƛƴŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ LƴŎ 

!.bΥ со урп нфс трм 

òPreserving our past and  
planning for our futureó 
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