27 September 2011
Volume 1 Issue 10
A FREE APOMA Publication
The annual Opal festivities are almost among us!
Similar to previous years, the welcome barbeque will be
held at the historical cottages at 6:30PM. Entertainment
will be provided on the night. Saturday will be a day full
of family fun including the wheel barrow and egg and
spoon race followed by the renowned Andamooka Billy
Cart Grand Prix! Make sure your carts are ready to race
as some impressive trophies are to be won! Also be
sure to grab some delicious donuts from the youth
group which is a very successful fundraising activity for
the group. Sunday will provide a fun day of motor
sports at the old air strip including Texas keyhole, go
slow and Salem events to name a few. Thank you to the
following sponsors who purchased trophies for the
weekend: Northern Earthmoving, Tuckerbox, An-

damooka Opal Hotel, Andamooka Bottle Shop, Andamooka Waste Management, Andamooka Mobil, City Pavers, Daisy’s Water, Andamooka Post
Office, Opal Lovers, Andamooka IGA, Staffy’s Jewels, Andamooka Mechanical Repairs and
Northlands Plumbing.

Andamooka Progress and
Opal Miners Association
Annual General Meeting
Date: TBA
Time: TBA
Andamooka
Community Hall
Everyone welcome to
attend.
Voting is only applicable to
current members.

Friday 30th September
Welcome BBQ
Cottages 6:30PM
Saturday 1st October
Family Fun Day
(jumping castle, food & fun)
Andamooka Billy Cart
Grand Prix 10:30AM
Sunday 2nd October
Motor sports gymkhana at
the old airstrip 9:30AM

Annual General Meeting
The Andamooka Progress and Opal Miners Association’s Annual General Meeting will be held either late October or early November. We
will inform the community of finalised details and agenda when they
come to hand. In the past, APOMA AGM’s have generally had a poor
attendance. In edition 14, volume 24 of the Andamooka Community
Newsletter printed in August 2001, the writer has captured the general vibe of past AGMs by questioning the community on wether
APOMA needs to offer free beer as an enticement to bring people to
meetings. That year 70 people attended the Opal Hotel Social Club
AGM but only 25 showed at the APOMA AGM. We have seen an increase of attendees in more recent years (last year we had 40 people
present). Please attend this meeting and contribute your thoughts
and opinions in regards to the future of Andamooka and our
community.

at the public playground which is often asked for
by families and tourists. The final grant we are applying for is available from the Foundation for RuThis month, APOMA are applying for three rounds ral and Regional Renewal. We have applied for
$5,000 to erect interpretive signage at the mining
of grant funding for a combined amount of
approximately $20,000. The Premier’s Community museum to ensure that the history and heritage
of the township is retained for both community
Initiatives Fund is for one off projects up to
$10,000. If successful, APOMA will install disability members and tourists. We hope there will be
more grant funding available in the near future for
access into the town hall and public toilets. The
a possible interpretive sign at Bill McDougal’s Pub
Community Recreation and Sports Facilities Program will enable APOMA to construct a swing set at White Dam.

Grant Funding

Andamooka Frontier Services
Auxiliary Thank You!
On behalf of our members, I would like to thank Greg Franklin for all his hard work setting up tables ,
chairs, bins etc at the cottages for our camp oven cook out and then cleaning up afterwards all in his
own time, we appreciate this Greg.
Also thanks again to our cooks who supply the food each year, to all those who made donations and
supported us. We made $1,491.30 plus our Christmas in July was another success raising $1,877.00.
Our Lake Eyre raffle made $1,630.00 which was won by Kerryn Jones of Roxby Downs. Kym Faehrmann
won the 10 kilo chocolate raffle.
A special mention goes to Dave Spargo who is sort of retiring after years of helping most committees,
but still promises one pot for our next cook out, thanks Dave.
Bev Burge
President

CATHOLIC MASS
Father Kevin Matthews celebrates Sunday Mass in the Community Church on the
1st and 3rd Sunday of each month at 11.00 a.m.

ALL WELCOME

Satellite Subsidy Scheme
As a follow up to our story in issue 6 of the Andamooka Press, the satellite subsidy scheme for the VAST television system to update to digital television has
been postponed. The rescheduling will enable the Government a more effective
roll out and allow more time to prepare for the transition to satellite television. Originally applications
were meant to be open September this year, but will now be open January 2012. Applications can be completed online or over the phone for a subsidy of between $200-$350 depending on the applicant’s location. The Andamooka Press will remind readers closer to the date to apply for the subsidy.
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Pokies Update
APOMA’s chair, Peter Allen attended a conciliation hearing in Adelaide on the 8 September in an attempt to
prevent the gaming machines proposal in Andamooka. The hearing, attended by Liquor and Gambling Commission representatives, Nick Xenophon, solicitor Nic Kernahan and representatives from the Australian Hotels Association (AHA) was adjourned to a directions hearing to determine further details such as location
and witnesses for a formal hearing . We expect the formal hearing to be held late October—early November.
There is a chance that the formal hearing will be held in Andamooka which means the community will be
able to attend and voice their concerns.

Cricket
Players Wanted!
New to town and want
to play cricket?
SATURDAY 22nd OCTOBER 7.00pm AT THE CLUB
$35 per person (Tables of 8)
Purchase a whole table of 8, or purchase individual tickets

3 Course Dinner
Tickets Limited to 15 tables only
GET YOUR TICKETS AT THE CLUB

Come join the
Andamooka Cricket
Club
Practice sessions are held
in Roxby Downs on Tuesdays at 5:30pm
For more
information please
call 0404 098 416
or 0419 257 182
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This mud map of Andamooka was created in 1979 by Opal Land Tourist Park owners Pat and
George. It was published in the Andamooka Community Newsletter on the 5th of October 1979
in edition 15. The map provides a good historical record of how Andamooka has changed over
the years. In the very near future and with the help of volunteer hours, APOMA will be publishing historical newsletters as a fundraising exercise. We will provide further details as they come
to hand.
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Under 8’s, Under 15’s and Over 40’s Divisions
8:30—10:30 Scrutineering
10:30 Start—Main street, Andamooka
Everyone is welcome to attend—Free entry!
Jumping castle, family events, hot food and much more!
For safety reasons all participants must wear helmet and
all carts must be equipped with working brakes.
For more information, please call Greg Franklin: 0427 727 115
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Police Report
I don't have a great deal of bad news to share with
Andamooka this month - and that's a good thing.
There's nothing wrong with quiet. There are a lot of
new people in our community now as is evident by
the lack of rentals and all the unfamiliar cars. This is
also a good thing. Ray and the wonderful staff at
the Opal had the task of accommodating about 60
people for the latest 'shutdown' at Olympic Dam
and as far as I am aware this also went without any
dramas. If anybody has anything to say to the contrary - just give me a phone call, there are steps in
place to assure these people's behaviour whilst in
Andamooka is not a burden on our community.

On a high note - the Opalfest is coming up soon
and Peter, Greg, Bob, Ali, and Cass (forgive me if
I've left anybody out) at APOMA have gone to
great effort to assure a fun long-weekend for everyone. This is just a friendly reminder that road
safety is everyone's responsibility and I am urged
to inform Andamooka residents that there will be
an extra Police presence in town at this time - and
not just until I have gone home for the day. Roxby
Downs and Port Augusta patrols have been committed to working in Andamooka in to the 'weehours' on the long weekend. I'm sure we can make
it a pleasant time for all involved.

I have taken delivery of two dog traps from Outback
Communities Authority recently. These will be utilised in random locations to trap any of our canines
whose owners see fit to allow them to walk the
town at night unrestrained.

Thanks Andamooka…
Bomber
Paul CLIFFORD
Officer In Charge
Andamooka Police
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School Holiday Fun
Take a break from building your billy cart with this colouring in picture!
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Please note that the community
library will be open for the first
week of school holidays (3rd—
7th) but will be closed the following week (10th—14th). It will reopen on the 17th of October

APOMA news in brief


Met with Angela Turner from Andamooka
Primary School to jointly apply for BHP Billiton funding to supply a part time lifeguard
at the swimming pool.

Unfortunately close to an hour and a half
was spent on the phone with Telstra Bigpond
organising email and internet setup.



With help from the OCA, we have applied for
three new grants, details of these appear on
page 2.

Numerous phone calls to suppliers of solar
systems and composting toilets for the playground.



APOMA have been working with SAPOL and
the EPA in dealing with illegal dumping of a
quantity of tyres at the Andamooka golf
course.

Peter Allen met with a DTEI representative
to discuss road names being gazetted and
road signs, footpath issues and general road
issues.



Assisting Greg Franklin in organising Opal
Festival activities.



A traffic counter has been placed on the
Andamooka Roxby road to help us determine changing demographics in the town as
the Olympic Dam Expansion begins. The information will also highlight the need for
increased budgeting.



Thank you to Ange Murphy who has spent
14 hours locating and recording locations of
cactus that need extermination.



APOMA volunteer hours have gone towards
sorting and compiling historical newsletters
ready for electronic archiving and
publishing.

This month, APOMA have :








Funds raised for aged care facilities at two
recent quiz nights has helped in purchasing
2 swivel bathers for HACC. Thanks again to
Anne Budau for organising these events.



There has been numerous telephone calls
and email to parties supporting our gaming
machine cause.



Helping the community with emails, photocopying and scanning.



Approximately 14 hours this month have
gone towards MYOB accounting by Erica and
Alison. Additional volunteer hours have also
been provided.
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APOMA Meeting Minutes
Sunday 18th September 2011

4PM

Andamooka Community Hall
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APOMA Balance Sheet

There have already been reported snake sightings in Andamooka and
Roxby Downs with the start of the warmer weather. The below information is from the Andamooka Community Newsletter from September 1983.
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Senior Fitness Classes
are coming to
Andamooka in 2012!

ANDAMOOKA
P ROGRESS AND
O PAL M INERS
A SSOCIATION
Office open 9—12
Monday to Friday
For newsletter
enquires or
advertising
opportunities please
contact Alison
Henderson
PO Box 246
ANDAMOOKA
SA 5722
(08) 8672 7152
andamookaprogress
@bigpond.com

Father Kev’s Thought of the Week!
"Ask a question and you're a fool for three minutes;
do not ask a question and you're a fool for the rest of your life."
Anonymous

Andamooka Classifieds
Looking to sell or buy? Classifieds in the Andamooka Press are free to
Andamooka residents. Contact 8672 7152 or
andamookaprogress@bigpond.com

Current circulation:
150 copies
The Andamooka Press
is also available online
at www.
andamooka.sa.au

Looking for a small second hand fridge
(preferably give away).
0429 446 737
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